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In South Australia triennial parliaments were instituted in
1856 and in Victoria in 1859. Long before the British Act
of 1911, the payment of members in the legislature was
accepted by Victoria in 1878 and by New South Wales in
1889. In 1895, more than twenty years before England and
Canada, South Australia, followed soon by other colonies,
gave women the parliamentary vote. Thus, in the half
century after the discoveries of gold, Australia made rapid
and comprehensive progress in the mechanisms of political
democracy, and came to be regarded as the most advanced
political laboratory of the English-speaking world.
Not the least significant result of the gold-rushes in the
fifties was the subsequent unemployment and disillusion-
ment. The early alluvial diggings gave a unique oppor-
tunity to the man of little means, but the exhaustion of
surface deposits made capital more imperative, and a con-
tentious employer-employee relationship evolved.13 Quartz-
mining brought a greater emphasis upon the new capitalist
nature of the industry, created thousands of restless workers
in the mines, and periodically reduced them to dependence
upon the precarious employment offered by other industries,
especially pastoralism. In a country carved into immense
holdings, with a thin scattering of cattle and sheep, the
labourers were compelled to move from job to job. With
scant hope of attaining independence, they were conscious
of the gap between wealth and poverty. This was the era
of those grim figures described in the verses of Henry Lawson:
All day long in the dust and heat, when
summer is on the track,
With stinted stomachs and blistered feet, they
carry their swags Out Back.
The painful contrast between the search for Eldorado and
the struggle for employment fostered ideas, especially an ill-
defined egalitarianism and a special care for the "under-
dog," which have characterized Australian democracy ever
since. There emerged that active ideal of mateship, each
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